
“With God All Things Are Possible!” 
 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish 
 

The Catholic Community of the East End of Pittsburgh 

Website  saintmarymagdalenepgh.org                All our churches are accessible.                           @smmppgh 

stmarymagdalenepgh.org
https://www.facebook.com/smmppgh/?modal=admin_todo_tour


Information during the Pandemic 

Sunday Masses will be broadcast on Saturdays on 
Facebook/Livestreamed at 4 pm and available on 
YouTube at 5:30 pm. 
 

Facebook: Saint Mary Magdalene Parish, @smmppgh  
YouTube: St. Mary Magdalene Parish PGH  
 

The parish website will be updated as information is 
available, saintmarymagdalenepgh.org. 

Bulletin Announcements 
are due no later than 9 am on Mondays 

for the next week’s bulletin. 
 

Larger announcements must be submitted  
a week prior to the Monday deadline. 

 

bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 

St. Bede Church  
509 South Dallas Avenue, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

 

St. James Church 
718 Franklin Avenue, Wilkinsburg PA 15221 

 

Mother of Good Counsel Church  
7705 Bennett Street, Pittsburgh PA 15208 

Parish Office 
509 South Dallas Avenue 

Pittsburgh, PA 15208 
 

parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
Phone:412.661.7222  
Fax: 412.661.9337 

Pastoral Staff  
Rev. Thomas J. Burke, Pastor tburke@diopitt.org 
Rev. David Taylor, Senior Parochial Vicar dtaylor@diopitt.org 
 

In Residence 
Rev. James Adeoye jamesadeoye@yahoo.com 
Rev. Augustine Temu temuago@yahoo.com 
 

Office Staff 
Frank Grande  businessmanager@stmarymagpgh.org 
Terri Price parishoffice@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Religious Education  
Teresa Maynor  tmaynor@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Music Ministries 
Jennifer Gorske, Director of Music Ministries   

412.370.2638; jgorske@stmarymagpgh.org 
Carla LaRocca DiDonato 412.422.2460;  

clarocca@stmarymagpgh.org 
Pat Morgan 412.425.3834; pmorgan@stmarymagpgh.org 
Gerard Rohlf 412.657.7570; grohlf@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Safe Environment 
Melissa Viator  mviator@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Social Ministry & Community Outreach 
Anne Scheuermann 412.241.1309;  

ascheuermann@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Media & Communications 
Cathy Raffaele  craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
Glennen Lloyd  cceepnewsletter@gmail.com 
Bulletin  bulletin@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

Housekeeping/Maintenance 
Paul Denk, Michael Natalia, Annette Shunk 
 

Principals 
Sr. Thea Bowman Catholic Academy:  Ms. Stephanie Michael   

412.242.3515;  info@stbca.net;  sistertheabowman.org 
St. Bede School: Sr. Daniela Bronka   412.661.9425;  

info@saintbedeschool.com;  saintbedeschool.com 

Offertory: 
April 5  $ 

April 12  $9,250 
 

PSP 2020 
Goal  $153,393   Received  $24,487 

Stewardship 

St. Mary Magdalene Parish is operating 

as normally as possible during the pandemic.  Our 
staff is available to answer your phone calls and 
emails for any requests or inquiries that you may 
have.  They are also working to keep you informed 
with up to date parish news and events through our 
website, Facebook, bulletin and eNewsletter. The 
Mass for Sunday is live streamed and available later 
for viewing. The maintenance staff continues to work 
at all three campuses maintaining parish buildings and 
grounds.  Our Social Ministry Center and food pan-
tries continue to operate to serve those in need with 
food and/or clothing at a time when it is most in de-
mand.   
 

Please consider dropping off or mailing in your weekly 
offering to the parish office, or participate in Faith Di-
rect, our online giving program, as a way to assist the 
parish to pay for the operating expenses that we con-
tinue to incur in order to maintain our ministry to pa-
rishioners and community. 

 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Charitable Contributions Corona-
virus Aid, Relief, and Economic Se-
curity (CARES) Act became law on March 

27, 2020 in response to the COVID-19 (coronavirus) 
outbreak. 
 

The Act encourages Americans to contribute to 
churches and charitable organizations in 2020 by per-
mitting them to deduct up to $300 of cash contribu-
tions, whether they itemize their deductions or not. 
 

Please contact our business manager, Frank Grande, 
at 412.661.7222 ext. 202 with any questions. 
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Pastor’s Note 
                       Peace Be With You! 

 
We have reached the one month 
mark of everything closed until fur-
ther notice. Every one of us has 
been impacted with the Coronavirus 
pandemic that has hit our world. Life 
has completely changed for all of us 
with schools, businesses, sporting 
events closed. I miss working out at 
the JCC and going to Starbucks. I 
miss interacting with our parishion-

ers and visiting my Communion calls. Last week, Gover-
nor Tom Wolf announced that all schools will now be 
closed for the rest of this school year. That means now 
we will not be having our weekly school Masses and 
eighth grade graduation is now on hold. Confirmation 
and First Holy Communion have been postponed until a 
new date will be selected.  
 
Let us remain calm, take preventive measures to stay 
healthy and keep moving forward. Let us pray for peace 
and calm in our city, state, nation and world. We will get 
through this difficult time. As they say…this too shall 
pass!  
 
This weekend we celebrate the Second Sunday of East-
er, also known as Divine Mercy Sunday, which was es-
tablished by Pope St. John Paul II in 2000. It leads us 
into the continuing celebration of God’s mercy during the 
Easter Time. The readings this weekend call us to open 
our eyes and experience the many ways that God’s mer-
cy touches us. 
 
In the first reading from the Acts of the Apostles, we read 
how Luke describes the early stage of the Church. First 
mentioned is the devotion to the teaching of the Apos-
tles.. they have a leading role in the early church. The 
community of faith exhibits the ideals of a life of prayer 
and generosity. In the second reading from First Peter, 
we read how Peter speaks of the joy we have through 
our faith in the Risen Lord. We have hope of salvation 
and eternal life. In the Gospel of John, we read the first 
encounter after the Resurrection of Jesus and his disci-
ples. Jesus appears to his frightened disciples and 
grants them peace and commissions them with the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to carry out his work. Thomas was not 
present and doubts Jesus’ resurrection. He wants to see 
and experience the same thing those other disciples 
have seen and experienced.  
 
Today we rejoice in the gift of God’s mercy that Jesus 
offered to the whole world through his cross and resur-
rection. Whatever doubts, worries or fears we have to-
day, let us open up our eyes and see that Christ is in our 
midst and he will calm us and bring us peace during this 
very troubled time.  
 

Peace Be With You! 
 
 

Parish Improvements 
 

Our maintenance staff continues to clean and sanitize 

inside our three churches. Every pew and kneeler has 
been wiped down and floors mopped and cleaned.  
 

Paul Denk and Michael Natalia from our maintenance 
department recently did the first grass cutting of the sea-
son at all five of our campuses; including Holy Rosary 
and Corpus Christi.  
 

The large hallway between the St. Bede sacristy and 
school received a fresh coat of paint.  
 

Mariani & Richards Incorporated continues to spot point 
and repair mortar outside of St. James Church. Special 
thanks for those who contributed to the roof fund last fall 
to make this major project a possibility. Contributions are 
still being accepted to complete this project. Please 
make check payable to St. Mary Magdalene Parish and 
memo it “roof fund.” 
 

Even though we are not open for Masses, please re-
member to continue to support your parish by either 
mailing or dropping off your weekly envelopes or partici-
pate in our on-line giving program, Faith Direct. 
 

Please remember to participate in the 2020 Parish Share 
Campaign and complete your pledge to the Our Cam-
paign for the Church Alive so we can continue our cam-
pus upgrades. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to Jennifer Gorske, Cathy Raffaele, Dante 
Romito, Melissa Viator and all of our St. Mary Magda-
lene parish volunteers who helped with the videotaping 
and promoting our Holy Week Masses last week. Many 
people tuned in via Facebook Live and on You Tube. We 
will continue to broadcast our weekend Mass via the in-
ternet until the restrictions are lifted. 
 

Something to Think About… 
Faith believes the Word of God for what it cannot see, 

and is rewarded by seeing what it believes. 
.  
 

With God, All Things Are Possible! 
 

Fr. Tom Burke, Pastor 
tburke@diopitt.org 

 

 

mailto:tburke@diopitt.org


Father Taylor’s Reflection 
 

 
Faith is a gift on this second Sunday of 
Easter which is also Divine Mercy Sun-
day. We find ourselves like the disci-
ples trying to come to terms with the 
Risen Lord. Mary Magdalene brought 
the disciples to the empty tomb but it 
would take a while for Easter faith to 
take hold of them.  
 

Fearing the unknown is a human reac-
tion and so we should not be surprised that the disciples 
were locked behind closed doors. On the Second Sun-
day of Easter we find ourselves staying inside most of 
the time. We Christians are sociable people who love to 
be in the company of others. It was difficult for all of us 
celebrating Holy Week, the Triduum and Easter Sunday 
apart from our church family, but we learned on Good 
Friday that following the Lord can give us strength to 
face the sad events of our life.  
 

Throughout the Easter season we will read from the Acts 
of the. Apostles. These many accounts of faith in spite of 
obstacles inspire us as we continue to pray fervently that 
God will see us through these difficult times. On this Di-
vine Mercy Sunday let us appeal to the passionate love 
of the Lord who wants only the best for us. Easter as-
sures us that we will overcome. 

Advisory Councils 

Parish Pastoral Council Finance Council 

Patricia Albacete  
Linda Atkins 

Lois Campbell 
Anne Kovalan-Santoni 

Peter Lahoda 
Teresa Maynor 

Denise Charron-Prochownik 
Joan Price 

Janice Reed 
Dante Romito 
Eric Setzler 

Geloria White 
 

Pastoral Council meets 
on the 3rd Monday  

of the month. 

Martin Albacete 
David Aleva 

Christopher Benec 
Linda Burke 

Michael Myers 
Michael Polite 

Judy Prata 
Bill Rawlings 
Mara Sullivan 
Victor Thorpe 

 
 
 
Finance Council meets 

on 4th Monday 
 of the month. 

Advisory Councils 
Parish Pastoral Council and Finance Council meeting 
minutes are on the homepage of our website. 
 

If you wish a paper copy of the minutes, please con-
tact the Parish Office at 412.661.7222. 

Protection of God’s Children 
Report suspected child abuse  

At the 24-Hour Child Abuse Hotline: 800.932.0313 
 

If a child is in imminent danger, call 911 

Safe Environment Compliance Anyone who 

volunteers in the parish or school is required by the diocese to 
be compliant with all Safe Environment clearances.   

 

Please contact Melissa Viator at 412.661.7222  
or mviator@stmaymagpgh.org with questions or for assistance. 

 
 
 

As a Faith Community, 
we pray for those who request prayers for all situa-
tions. 

 

Gail Britanik, Bridget Costello, Dorothy Dansby,      
Michael DeVita, Mary Lou Laird,  Deanna Nebel, 
Dominic Nebel, Emily Reiling, Marion Reynoso, 
James & Rose Smith, and Arlene Trichtinger. 

  
We pray for those affected by the coronavirus, COVID-19: 
those who are ill; healthcare and frontline workers; 
religious and government leaders; and everyone im-
pacted in any way. 
 

If you, a family member, or friend would like to be on 
our prayer list, please email: 

craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org 
 

The names will be published in the bulletin and on the 
website.  

 
 
 
 

As we are in this pandemic together, we are grateful 
that we can stay connected through social media.  In 
an effort to pray together, we invite you to submit vid-
eos of you and/or your family praying.   
 

We will post these videos to our Facebook page 
throughout the day.  Prayers can be family favorites, 
prayers you've found helpful during this pandemic, or 
daily devotionals such as the noon Angelus.  
 

Please send videos to dante.romito@gmail.com. 

tel:1-800-932-0313
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mailto:craffaele@stmarymagpgh.org
mailto:dante.romito@gmail.com


Laundry Detergent and disinfecting prod-
ucts are requested for our parish pantries during the 
month of April.  Please take donations to the Parish 
Office at 509 S. Dallas Avenue in Point Breeze.  It is 
preferred that donations be brought between 10 am 
and 5 pm Monday through Friday.  If not, they can be 
left on the front or back porch.  It is suggested (but not 
necessary at this time) that donations no longer be 
put in plastic bags but recyclable bags which will then 
be used at the pantries.   
 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Wilkinsburg Community Ministries 
Volunteer Opportunity  Volunteers are 

needed to work a regular shift (up to 3 or 4 hours one 
day a week), able to lift up to 20 pounds, and able to 
stand for 30 minutes at a time (not stand still but be on 
your feet that long). 
 

To volunteer, email caring@wcm15221.org  and refer-
ence St. Mary Magdalene Parish.    
 

In addition to cleaning supplies, hand sanitizer, any 
kind of wipes, sprays, or such things, they are also 
requesting pet supplies—dog food, cat food, dried or 
wet.  Small bags are better, but they can break down 
a large bag if necessary.  Food and cleaning dona-
tions of any kind can be dropped at the Wilkinsburg 
Community Ministry Monday – Friday, 9-1, 704 Wood 
Street in Wilkinsburg.  Please do not leave unattended 
packages at the door after hours.  They are not ac-
cepting any clothing at this time.    

 

April Letter Writing The letters will be di-
rected to our members of Congress concerning the 
next stimulus bill now being considered.  We will be 
asking for assistance for low income people during 
this time of the pandemic and its economic impact.   
 

Suggested letters will be available on our website and 
sent out electronically for us to download; sign and 
mail or email to our members of Congress before the 
end of the month. 

mailto:caring@wcm15221.org


The Easter Bunny   
aka Sr. Daniela Bronka 

visits St. Bede School Students. 



Lord Jesus, 
 

Hear our pleas, our good shepherd and divine physician.  

We implore your mercy in the wake of an outbreak of serious illness and disease.  
 

Guide our efforts to prevent contagion and make preparations to care for those most vul-

nerable. Assist all professionals and volunteers who work to eradicate the epidemic now 

spreading. May our actions be marked by your steadfast love and selfless service and 

never by panic or fear. 
 

Bestow your comfort and healing to the sick, sustain and strengthen them by your grace. 

May they know your closeness as they carry the cross of illness.  
 

And may all you have called from this life come to worship you eternally with all the saints 

as you grant consolation and peace to their mourners. Amen. 
 

Holy Mary, Health of the Sick, pray for us. 
 

St. Joseph, Hope of the Sick, pray for us. 
 

St. Rocco, protector against epidemics, pray for us. 

Divine Mercy Prayer 
 

You expired, O Jesus,  

but the source of life gushed forth for souls  

and an ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world.  
 

O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy,  

envelop the whole world and empty yourself out upon us.  
 

O Blood and Water,  

which gushed forth from the Heart of Jesus  

as a fount of mercy for us, I trust in You. 

Amen. 


